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L year | was teaching Homiletics to a class of eleven pastors, Bible
aS chool’s dean and teachers in East Asia. | painstakingly taught them
to lift up the cross in their messages because the power of the Gospel not only
justifies the believers, it also sanctifies and glorifies them.

However, when | was listening to each student’s preaching, | could not hear
any mention of the cross at all, except the last lady preacher who barely men-
tioned the cross after many evaluations.

| asked them, “Why didn’t you all preach the cross?”

They answered, “| forgot!” Or “| am not used to preaching the cross!” or ‘I
thought the congregation are all believers. | do not need to preach the cross.”

So | said, “No wonder the government of Zhejiang province is taking down all
the crosses because we ourselves as pastors have already taken down the
cross! We have not lifted up the cross in our preaching! Now the government
is just doing what we have been doing all this while. There is nothing to be
astounded or shocking about. There is nothing to be protesting about.”

Dear brothers and sisters, have our pulpits today taken down the cross? Please
listen carefully to the preaching today. How many pastors are still preaching
the cross? Most pastors do not think that our congregations need to hear the
cross. Most Sunday school teachers also think that our Sunday school stu-
dents do not need the message of the cross. Therefore we seldom preach or
teach the cross. In the long run, congregations would think that the cross is
not important at all. So they would not have the burden for the Gospel. They
would not invite non-Christian friends to come to worship or Sunday school.
And they themselves would find it difficult to live a Christian life apart from the
power of the cross.

One day, would the crosses on the Malaysian churches be taken down? Would
the taking down of the cross incident in West Malaysia be a prediction of the
future? | don’t know. But | do know that if we ourselves do not cherish the
cross, we have lost the value of churches’ existence;
we have lost the power of the Gospel to give us full
salvation.

Apostle Paul firmly proclaims, “For | resolved to know
nothing while | was with you except Jesus Christ and
him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2)

By Rev Dr Tie King Tai
Principal
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